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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the digital media framing strategies employed by the Na-
tional Council for Women (NCW) on its official Facebook page during the Egyptian
Senate elections in August 2025, and explores their potential implications for con-
structing women’s political awareness in light of framing theory.

The research adopts a case study approach using both quantitative and qualita-
tive content analysis. A validated coding instrument was developed encompassing five
main categories: thematic focus, message type, dominant media frame, frame-build-
ing devices, and audience engagement indicators. The study sample comprises the
entire population of 17 election-related posts published during the designated period.
Inter-coder reliability was calculated at 0.89 using Holsti’s formula.

Findings reveal that the “national responsibility” frame was the most domi-
nant, followed by the “symbolic empowerment” frame. Motivational and emotion-
ally driven messages prevailed significantly over in-depth informational content.
Qualitative analysis uncovered a marked predominance of affective and celebratory
discourse, with limited cognitive content regarding the Senate’s constitutional role
and legislative competencies. Audience engagement metrics were substantially high-
er for artistic and affective posts compared to procedural and institutional content.

The study concludes that the NCW's digital electoral framing strategy leaned
predominantly toward symbolic mobilization rather than deep cognitive political
education. Drawing on framing theory, the study argues that this pattern raises im-
portant questions about the nature, depth, and sustainability of the political aware-
ness potentially constructed through such framing strategies.

Keywords: Digital Media Framing, Political Participation, Political Awareness, Wom-
en’s Empowerment, Digital Government Communication, Social Media, Senate Elections.
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